Minutes of the Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council
held in the Meeting Room of the Village Hall on Tuesday

Present : Clir T Pooley (Chairman), Clir Mrs J Frayling, Cllr C McAuliffe, Clir Mrs D
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Sharp, Mrs D Bourne (Acting Clerk), plus 1 x member of the public.

Public Question Time — There were no public questions.

065.11

Apologies for Absence
Apologies for Absence were received from Clir G Harrop and Clir M Jones

066.11

Declaration(s) of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Parish Councils
(Model Code of Conduct) Order 2001 and revised (Model Code of Conduct)
Order 2007.

067.11

Minutes of Previous Meeting
An amendment to 033.11 was made and agreed by those present to read:
Confirmation of Councillor Responsibilities
e Planning and Highways — All members
e Play Area — Cllr G Harrop and Clir C McAuliffe
e Allotments — Cllr Mrs J Frayling supported by Martyn Scott and Robert
Gawthropp
e Cemetery — Cllr Mrs D Sharp supported by Pam Jenkins and Robert
Gawthropp
The Minutes, as amended, of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held 3 May
2011 and the Minutes of the Council Meeting held 5 July 2011 were then
adopted as a true record of the meetings and signed by the Chairman.

068/11

Matters Arising from previous minutes

Clir Pooley has been in discussions with Wiltshire Council about where to site
the red Phone Box. It is hoped to be used as a village book swap venue.

Cllr McAuliffe produced photographs suggesting several sites: next to the
Parish Noticeboard; on Millennium Green by the seat; by the bus stop opposite
the Millennium Green and in front of the boundary wall of Street Farm looking
on to the Millennium Green.

The options were looked at and dismissed because of access problems. The
site on the footway outside Street Farm seemed the most favourable. As this
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As this site is adjoining property belonging to Clir Sharp she confirmed she
could see no problem with the phone box being sited at this location but would
just confirm this with her husband.

BAM Nuttalls — Clir Pooley reported that he had been briefed by Wiltshire Clir
Toby Sturgis who had heard from the Enforcement Officer who has visited the
site.

There are two options open to BAM Nuttalls a) to have an enforcement notice
served on them and then Appeal against the decision; or b) to apply for a
temporary planning permission for one year.

ClIr Pooley reported that Cllr Sturgis thought Nuttalls would opt for option b,
which ClIr Sturgis considered the best and quickest option for Little
Somerford. It could also allow for the land to be returned to its original state
rather than be left covered with hard core.

There has been no planhing permission requested for the area at the moment,
but as there had been no real complaints from the Parish other than from Clir
Harrop, ClIr Pooley advised he would “keep the situation under review”’; and
contact ClIr Sturgis again with regard to the enforcement options if planning
permission is not sought soon.

Clir Sharp

Cllr
Pooley

069.11

Casual Vacancy - At the last meeting it was reported that the casual vacancy
on the Parish Council had been duly advertised and that no poll had been
claimed. Wiltshire Elections office advised that the Council was now free to
fill the vacancy by co-option.

The Acting Clerk reported that a second Councillor, Chris McAuliffe, had not
attended a council related meeting within the last six months and so his seat
automatically became vacant under section 85 (1) and section 86 of the Local
Government Act 1972; and further advised there was no legal reason why Mr
McAuliffe could not be co-opted back onto the Council in the seat made
vacant by the resignation of Clir Harding.

RESOLVED that Chris McAuliffe be co-opted onto the Council and because
of his health issues, in the future special arrangements for attendance will be
made.

RESOLVED that Cllr C McAuliffe’s original seat be duly advertised as being
vacant and request nominations.

Acting
Clerk

Acting
Clerk

070.11

Planning Matters — All Planning Applications had been previously dealt with,
Councillors having e-mailed their comments to the Chairman. The Chairman
confirmed there were no objections to any of the recent applications.
11/02272/FUL; 11/02298/TCA; 11/02330/FUL; 11/02531/TCA;
11/2531/TCA.

071.11

Parish Noticeboard — The Parish Noticeboard, situated by the Church, is in

)
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need of painting and some renovation work. It has been noted that this matter
was first reported to the Parish Council over six months ago and is still
outstanding. Sadly the condition of the Noticeboard continues to deteriorate
and is now showing the first signs of rot.

It was suggested that the Noticeboard be renovated locally rather than purchase
a new custom made board.

RESOLVED that Cllr McAuliffe obtain two quotes from local people who
would be able to renovate the Noticeboard.

Clir
McAuliffe

072.11

Rights of Way — CllIr Mrs Frayling reported that generally footpaths were in a
good condition except for the one leading to Great Somerford where there is a
step missing up to the style.

RESOLVED that photographs be taken of the problem and passed to Wiltshire
Council’s Rights of Way Officer for their attention.

Cllr
Frayling

073.11

Cemetery — Martyn Scott, with the help of Clir Pooley, felled the tree
overhanging the allotments during the summer at no cost to the Parish Council.
It was felt by all present that as Mr Scott had incurred expenses while carrying
out this task it was only fair that the Council make a contribution.

RESOLVED to send a letter of thanks and a cheque for £200 to Mr Scott in
recognition of his help.

Acting
Clerk

074.11

Adoption of Closed Churchyard — The Acting Clerk provided a written
report setting out the legal obligations of the Council, and laying down options
available to them. Councillors agreed they had a legal obligation to take over
the maintenance of the closed churchyard. It was felt that local tax payers
should not bear this burden alone and that the cost would be better met from
the wider Wiltshire community. The Wiltshire Councillor had not responded
to e-mails from the acting clerk asking for information on frequency of
maintenance etc.

RESOLVED to write to Wiltshire Council passing responsibility of the
Churchyard to them but asking if the Parish Council could still carry out the
grass cutting locally, possibly with a donation from Wiltshire Council.

Acting
Clerk

f75.11

Highway Matters — Finger Post on Millennium Green needs repainting.
RESOLVED to ask husband of Cllr Sharp if he could paint the post if the
Parish Council provided the materials.

Parish Steward — Footway from Village Hall to Somerford Barn is very
slippery due to the high amount of fallen leaves. The footways around Vale

Leaze are very uneven.
RESOLVED to notify Parish Steward of these issues.

Cllr Sharp

Acting
Clerk

076.11

Play Area — It is noted that the Council has been concerned to address issues
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076.11

Play Area — It is noted that the Council has been concerned to address issues
identified in the last safety inspection. Local volunteers have painted the Play
Equipment over the summer and forked through the existing bark chippings.
Despite this more bark chippings would be required to top up the areas. Itis
understood there are different types of play bark available. Cllr McAuliffe
volunteered to find out about prices for this.

The possibility of new Play Equipment was also raised and discussed at length.
Various photo examples were put forward by Clir Pooley, whilst other
Councillors asked how many children would use any new equipment and their
ages. The Acting Clerk offered to get together some ideas for a future
meeting.

RESOLVED to send a letter of thanks to Mr Brian Berkin-Hewitt for painting
the play equipment and to look in principle at improving the play area.

Clir
McAuliffe

Acting
Clerk

077.11 | Finance —The Acting Clerk asked for cheque numbers 823 to 828 to be agreed
for payment. They were signed by Cllr Pooley and ClIr Frayling as per the
attached summary sheet, totalling £430.86. The Account Balance is currently
at £5.702.51 but could not be verified due to the absence of up to date Bank
Statements.

078.11 | Correspondence

| There was no correspondence received.
079.11 | Councillors Reports and Next Meeting.

Clir Sharp was asked to check the ownership of the Millennium Green project.
If it was found to be the Parish Council then a meeting should be set up to
discuss this.

The next general meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 1 November
2011.

The meeting closed at 9.08pm.
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