Little Somerford Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held in the Meeting Room of the
Village Hall, Tuesday 1* November 2011 commencing at 7.15pm

Present: Cllr Pooley (Chairman), Clir Mrs Cameron, Clir Mrs Frayling, Cllr G Harrop, Clir M
Jones, Cllr Mrs Sharp, Mrs Bourne (Clerk)

Also Present: Cllr T Sturgis (Wiltshire Council)

Public Question Time: There were no members of the public in attendance
Report from Wiltshire Councillor:

CllIr Sturgis reported that the Planning Department had just undergone a peer review, with
other Planning Authorities in neighbouring counties. As a result of this there will be a
review and adjustment of the Planning Committee structure within Wiltshire; this will
include the new Planning IT System which is due to be in use by June 2013. Due to central
government changes in policy, the Core Strategy will be re-worded before completion.

The Chief Executive has now left his post after delivering the requested 4 year business plan
and the senior structure is being changed to include only three directors and no chief
executive.

On local issues, Cllr Sturgis reported that BAM Nuttall is seeking planning permission for 1
year’s further residence and has informed Wiltshire Council it is due to leave the site in
October 2012 when the contract finishes. They will be under an obligation to restore the
area back to grassed paddock. There has been a good response to the first collection from
the blue-lidded recycle bins; the collection of general household waste is still due to move to
a two weekly collection from next spring.

080/11 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Clir McAuliffe
081/11 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Parish Councils
(Modal Code of Conduct) Order 2001 and revised (Modal Code of Conduct) Order
2007.

082/11 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Members had previously been circulated with the Minutes. Proposed by Clir Mrs
Frayling, seconded by Clir Mrs Sharp and all agreed to confirm. Signed by the
chairman as a true record the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 6™
September 2011.

083/11 Casual Vacancy on the Parish Council

A poll had been claimed by ten parishioners and the Elections Office commenced
the election process. With only one nominee, Mrs Pauline Cameron was duly
elected.

The Council welcomed Clir Mrs Cameron to her first meeting.
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Planning Matters

11/02956/TCA — The Old Kings Head Permission granted to fell one eucalyptus
tree in rear garden.

11/00422/FUL - Appeal — The original comments for this application are still
appropriate.

Cllr Pooley informed the Council that an application had been submitted to the
Planning Department for the siting of the red telephone box, which is to be used as
a book exchange, on the edge of the Millennium Green.

Parish Noticeboard

The Council accepted a quote of £80.00 and asked the clerk to write to Mr Shearing
confirming this and arranging for completion of the work.

Rights of Way

Cllr Frayling informed the meeting there was nothing new to add to previous
reports. For Cllr Sturgis’ benefit she reminded everyone of a previously missing
step on a footpath between Little Somerford and Great Somerford.

Adoption of the Closed Churchyard

The Council noted that Mr Ibbetson will now make arrangements direct with the
Parochial Church Council to adopt the closed churchyard following the Parish
Councils decision to pass this to Wiltshire Council.

The Parish Council still wishes the same high standard of care to be maintained and
repeated their willingness to part fund the grass cutting.

Highway Matters

a) Arrangements are still being finalised to paint the finger post on the
Millennium Green.

b) The Council noted the path to the Village Hall had been cleared and
identified two other sites in the Village that needed attention by the Parish
Stewards; these being potholes on the junction of the Village Hall and
potholes just before and just after the brow of the “The Hill”.

¢) Clir Pooley informed the meeting there is now a new contact name and
telephone number for the Highways and Streetscene department,

Matt Perrott telephone 07966 310655

Play Area

a) Cllr McAuliffe had previously informed the chairman that bark for the
play area would cost approximately £1,000 for ten cubic metres. He was
still awaiting calls from local suppliers. Cllr Pooley undertook to raise the
opportunity of bulk buying with other councils at the next Malmesbury
Area Board meeting.

b) Brochures were looked at to gain ideas for play equipment. At this present
time there may be up to £2,000 to spend on new equipment and the age
range should go up to 10 years. The Councillors asked that the new
equipment be natural looking in keeping with a village environment.

c) Clir Pooley will place a questionnaire in the local magazine (Signpost) to
establish the ages of children in the village.
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Red Telephone Box

The Council confirmed that the telephone box (Book Exchange) should be placed
at the Vale Leaze side of Millennium Green and approved the planning application
and fee of £167.50 previously submitted to Wiltshire Council.

It was noted that the box was not purchased but being donated to the Parish
Council by Tony Craven Walker of Kingsmead Mill, and being renovated at no
charge.

RESOLVED that a dedication plaque be placed in the box to reflect this kind
donation.

Finance

a) There were no receipts since the last meeting

b) Cheque for £320 made payable to AW Services and a cheque for £144
made payable to Mazars was approved for payment.

¢) A letter was signed by all cheque signatories asking for account details to
be sent to the new clerk. The Clerk was also instructed to set up a mandate
for the new councillor Mrs Cameron to be able to sign cheques on behalf of
the Council.

d) The Council noted that the 2012-13 Budget and precept would need to be
set at the next meeting.

Appointment of Clerk

The Council wished it recorded that a new clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
(RFO), Mrs Deborah Bourne, had been appointed on 1% October and that her
probationary period be considered at the next meeting.

Allotments

Clir Mrs Frayling asked if there was any paperwork for the Allotments as she had
been approached by some allotment holders about the state of some plots. Mr Scott
has been overseeing arrangements on the Allotments for the Council recently.

RESOLVED that Clir Frayling meet with Mr Scott to establish what the formal
arrangements are with the Allotment holders and the Parish Council and to
investigate if there is a waiting list for plots.

Correspondence received

An invitation was received from the Somerfords Walter Powell Primary School to
attend their Open Day on Saturday 5 November 2011.

Malmesbury Area Board invited all Councillors to attend it meeting on Wednesday
9 November at Sherston Village Hall.

Councillors Reports and Items for the next Agenda

The next meeting will be at 7.15pm on Tuesday 3" January 2012, at the Village
Hall, Little Somerford.

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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