
Little Somerford Parish Council

MINUTES of the Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held in the Meeting
Room ofthe Village Hall, Tuesday 3" January 2012 commencing 7.15pm.

PRESENT : Clir T Pooley (Chairman), Cllr Mrs D Sharp, Cllr C McAuliffe,
Cllr G Harrop, Cllr M Jones, Cllr Mrs J Frayling (arrived late)
Mrs D Bourne (Clerk),

Also Present: Cllr T Sturgis (Wiltshire Council)

Public Question Time : There were no members of the public present.

Report from Wiltshire Councillor:
Councillor Sturgis asked. if a Village Statement had been formulatedasit was~ possible that Little Somerford could be used for “in-filling” when Wiltshire sets out
its new Planning Strategy for the County. He was not sure if the original Village
Design Statement had been adopted by Wiltshire Council but suggested that a new
Statement be submitted, keeping largely to the old plan but updating the areas
villagers were not happy to be built on. Whereas the previous Village Plan had to be
community led, the new one should be led by the Parish Council, with Community
involvement.

It wasalso noted that new two weekly refuse collections would be starting from
March 2012. Councillors were concerned that with refuse being collected only on a

fortnightly basis there would be more vermin around the rotting food.

Cllr Sturgis also reported that the broken stile on footpath No 7 had been removed
and it was now possible to use a concrete ramp a little distance from the footpath
instead.

<
001/12 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Cameron

002/12 Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Parish Councils
(Model Code of Conduct) Order 2001 and revised (Model Code of Conduct) Order
2007.

003/12 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Members had previously been circulated with the Minutes. It was all agreed that
these should be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the Minutes of the Parish
Council meeting held 1 November 2011.



Little Somerford Parish Council

004/12 Planning Matters
There had been no applications determined since the last Parish Council meeting.
Planning Applications

e Application 11/02942/S73A — Church Farm
Proposed temporary storage of portable cabins and materials including temporary
accommodation for security due to the carrying out of Embankment Works at Little
Somerford and Rodbourne, completion of works including maintenance period until
October 2012 (retrospective)
As the deadline for comments on this application was 29 December 2011 the
Chairman consulted all councillors by e-mail and reported “No Objections” to the
application.

e Application 11/04029/TCA — Barclay House
To fell one Norway spruce and one Larch tree — No Objections were raised

© 005/12 Highway Matters
Councillors reported that the potholes on The Hill in Little Somerford had still not
been filled in; and that a large puddle had developed in the recent heavy rain on the
footway outside Somerford House in The Street, making it impossible to pass. Cllr
McAuliffe reminded everyone that the footways in Vale Lease are still very difficult
for wheelchair users to negotiate, despite the matter being reported to Wiltshire
Council previously. Councillors also asked if a Sand Box could be requested from
Wiltshire Council to be sited by the Bus Stop as there had been several cars skid here
in the recent very icy conditions.
The recent heavy rains had brought attention to the fact there is a tree very close to a
culvert on land owned by Network Rail causing disruption to the drainage ofthe
area.
RESOLVED that Cllr Harrop give precise location details of the tree to Clerk so that
a letter can be written to Network Rail asking if they can clear the culvert, and for the
Clerk to meet with Wiltshire Council to discuss the other Highways issues raised.

- 006/12 Play Area
The RoSPA inspection report was passed around the meeting and Councillors noted
the medium risk items that needed attention. Concern was raised over signage for
the area, as Councillors did not want to have telephone numbers on public display.
RESOLVED that Clerk check requirements for wording on signage within the play
area and that Cllr Harrop review the RoSPA report more fully and report back to next
meeting.

In the absence of Cllr Mrs Cameron the chairman asked the Council to consider the
purchase of the Goal Posts which Cllr Cameron had previously identified. It was
noted that the price of the Goal Posts was £75.00 plus installation which the Council
had previously decided would need cementing into the ground.
RESOLVED that Cllr Mrs Cameron go ahead with purchase of goal posts and
arrange for installation, hopefully with the voluntary help of her husband, up to a
total cost of £100.
Further RESOLVED that the surplus soil from the installation of the goal posts be
redistributed to the areas identified as trip hazards on the RoSPA inspection report.
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007/12 Red Telephone Box
The Chairman has been liaising with Wiltshire Council on the precise siting of the
red telephone box that is to be used as a book exchange within the village. The
Planning Department still needs more information before an application can be
processed and Notice also has to be served on the Millennium Green Trust and
Wiltshire Highways before the phone box can be placed on the chosen spot.
Councillors were also concerned as to who would be responsible for maintaining the
book exchange once it was open.

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs Sharp and the Parish Clerk research the history of
the Millennium Green and who are listed as the current Trustees so that this project
can continue to move forward and report back to the next meeting of the Parish
Council in March.

008/12 Finance
A summary sheet is attached showing all receipts and payments since the last
meeting. Cheques were signed by ClIr T Pooley and Cllr M Jones.

Concern was raised that some of the payments had been outstanding for several
weeks and the Clerk reminded Councillors this was due to their Standing Orders
stating cheques should only be authorised at a meeting of the Council. It was felt
that as many of the payments were to small businesses a wait of up to two months
was unacceptable.
RESOLVED that Standing Orders should be changed to enable more efficient
payment of these invoices. The Clerk will raise this as an Agenda item in March.

009/12 Budget for 2012/13
Report from the Parish Clerk summarising the wishes of members following their
meeting on Saturday 17 December 2011 and seeking to stabilize the Councils
finances. Copy attached

In proposing the report, the Chairman suggested removal of play area improvements
allowing the Council to set its precept at a level of £6,000.
RESOLVED to levy a precept of £6,000 and adopt the budget as attached.
Further RESOLVEDto review allotment rents during the next twelve months.

010/12 Correspondence Received
The Council noted the following correspondence

e Invitation to attend Village Hall AGM Tuesday 24 January 2012
e Information from Ian Gibbons, Monitoring Officer, on the new

Standards Framework introduced under the Localism Act 2011
e Wiltshire Council course on Waste Management open to all

Councillors
Proposed Dog Control Orders from Wiltshire Council
MVCAP Times December 2011
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011/12 Dates for Future Meetings
Councillors agreed the following dates for meetings in 2012.

6 March 2012
1 May 2012 (Annual Parish and Council Meetings)
3 July 2012
4 September 2012
6 November 2012

All meetings will start at 7.15pm
The Clerk will book the Village Hall accordingly.

012/12 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at 7.15pm on Tuesday 6" March 2012,at the Village Hall
in Little Somerford.

013/12 Exclusion of the Press and Public
RESOLVED that members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting
to allow discussion of establishment, property and finance matters as it is considered
that publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the
business to be transacted.

014/12 Clerks Contract
RESOLVEDto adopt the Clerks contract as agreed with effect from 1°" October 2011

and authorised the Chairman to sign on behalf of the Council.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm
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