Little Somerford Parish Council

MINUTES of the Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held in the Meeting
Room of the Village Hall, Tuesday, 6" March 2012 commencing 7.15pm.

PRESENT : Clir T Pooley (Chairman), Cllr Mrs P Cameron, Clir Mrs J Frayling,
ClIr G Harrop, Clir M Jones, Clir Mrs D Sharp,
Mrs D Bourne (Clerk),
Also Present: Cllr T Sturgis (Wiltshire Council),
Mr Martin Litherland, Head of Waste Collection (Wiltshire Council)

Public Question Time: There were no members of the public present.

Report from Wiltshire Councillor: Cllr T Sturgis reported that Wiltshire Council
had now set its budget and there would be no increase in next year’s Council Tax
from Wiltshire Council. “The Planning Department is going through a period of
change; Wiltshire Planning Authority is currently the 3" busiest in the Country,
behind Cornwall and Westminster. He also commented that the Parish’s Village
Design Statement needs to be updated now it is 10 years old.

Presentation: Martin Litherland, Head of Waste Collection for Wiltshire Council,
spoke to Members explaining the new fortnightly household refuse collection. He
started by outlining the background. There had been different waste collection
services in the 4 Areas of the County which now had to be merged into one. In two
of the Areas, fortnightly household collections had been in place for several years
and recycling rates had been considerably higher than in the two Areas with weekly
collections. He explained that, overall, residents of Wiltshire currently only recycle
40% of their refuse and this has to rise to 50% to meet Government targets.

He continued by explaining how the new system is going to work and Councillors
asked a number of questions about this. He asked that Councillors report any
difficulties with the new collections to his department, or refer to the information,
and frequently asked questions, contained on Wiltshire Councils website.

The Chairman thanked Mr Litherland for his presentation.

015/12 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor McAuliffe

016/12 Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Parish Councils
(Model Code of Conduct) Order 2001 and revised (Model Code of Conduct) Order
2007.
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017/12

018/12

019/12

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Members had previously been circulated with the Minutes. It was all agreed that
these should be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the Minutes of the Parish
Council meeting held 3 January 2012.

Planning Matters

Applications determined since the last meeting:

11/02942/S73A — Church Farm — Temporary storage of portable
cabins and materials, including temporary accommodation for
security due to the carrying out of Embankment works at Little
Somerford and Rodbourne. Completion of works including
maintenance period until October 2012 (Retrospective) — Permission
11/04029A4°CA — Barclay House — Fell one Norway Spruce and one
Larch — Permission

Planning Applications since the last meeting:

11/03573/FUL Millenium Green — Erection of Red Telephone Box
Since the sending out of the Agenda this item has been given
permission by the Planning Authority, and in order to now allow the
project to move forward more quickly the Chairman asked for a
resolution to be passed authorising the Clerk to spend up to £275 on
securing a contract for its installation, in consultation with the
Chairman. Authorisation to the Clerk is lawful under section 101 of
the Local Government Act 1972.

RESOLVED to allow Clerk and Chairman to proceed as above.

12/00216/S73 — Hill House Residential Home — Variation of
condition 14 of 09/00362/FUL to include reference to approved plans.
As this planning application deadline was before this meeting the
Chairman e-mailed all Councillors and after receiving only messages
of “no objection” from a majority sent the following to the Planning
Authority:

“Little Somerford Parish Council has no objection to this application
to vary condition 14 of the permission given to 09/00362 to include
reference to approved plans.”

Highway Matters

Councillors reported there are still potholes in The Hill and they are now
causing motor vehicles to manoeuvre around them, not just cyclists who have
to move to the other side of the road to avoid these. A resident sent photo
evidence of road surface deterioration along East End Lane. These showed
ruts of up to six inches deep.
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;

RESOLVED for the Clerk to write to Wiltshire Council Highways
Department to report these defects.

Stephen Auty. a resident of The Street, recently e-mailed the Chairman to
comment on the recent temporary traffic lights outside his house. He
frequently works from home and was surprised at how much quieter the area
had been and how much the traffic lights had slowed the speed of vehicles.
In view of these comments and other comments members had heard around
the village it was suggested that the Parish Council look into starting a
Community Speed Watch.

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Miranda Gilmore, Area Board Manager,
Wiltshire Council to investigate further.

Members also agreed that the Annual Litter Blitz should take place on
Sunday, 1% April 2012. The date and time should be advertised as widely as
possible.

Play Area

The RoSPA play area report showed that there were trip hazards leading
into the bark areas, members felt this could be overcome by using the
spoil from the installation of the goal posts. Councillor McAuliffe was
authorised to obtain ownership and “No Dogs” signs up to a value of £50.
Councillor Mrs Frayling volunteered to find out a price to top up the bark
safety surfacing.

Councillor Mrs Cameron reported she had purchased one 8ft by 4ft plastic
goal post costing £96. This will be installed soon.

Finance

The Council noted there were no receipts since the last meeting. They
approved payments as shown on the attached schedule, including the Clerks
wages up to the end of March to close the Financial Year. Councillors Mrs
Cameron and Mrs Sharpe also presented invoices they wished paid at the
meeting. These are listed below:
Little Somerford PCC for grass cutting in Churchyard £280.00
Mrs Pauline Cameron for Goal Post £ 96.00

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

The Clerk explained that the Councils Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations needed up dating.

RESOLVED that Councillor Pooley, Councillor Harrop and the Clerk be
authorised to bring a report to a future meeting for approval and adoption by
the Council.
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023/12 Annual Parish Meeting
The Council noted this is to be held on Tuesday, 1* May 2012 in the Village

Hall and will be followed by its own Annual Meeting.

024/12 Correspondence Received

e SLCC Training Course 18" April on Agendas and Minutes.
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would fund half of the £96
cost of this training course for the Clerk.

e An “X Factor” DVD had been received from Wiltshire Council to
encourage people to become Local Councillors.

e An invitation to enter the CPRE Best Kept Village Competition. This
was noted by the Council. After discussion it was decided to decline.

025/12 Councillors Observations and Items for Next Agenda
Councillor Pooley reported on the recent meeting he had attended in
Malmesbury on Wiltshire’s Core Strategy, and that he would be attending the
Area Board Meeting on Wednesday 7™ March.

Councillor Frayling informed members there would be an Allotment meeting
on Saturday at 10.00am. She also requested that a strip of grass be left uncut
in front of the fence at the far end of the Cemetery so that wild flowers are
encouraged to flourish. This will be taken up with the grass cutting
contractor.

026/12 Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be after the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 1% May 2012,
at the Village Hall in Little Somerford.

The meeting closed at 10.00pm
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