Little Somerford Parish Council

MINUTES of the meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held Tuesday, 4 September
2012 in Little Somerford Village Hall, commencing at 7.15pm.

PRESENT: Clir T Pooley (Chairman). Cllr Mrs P Cameron, Cllr G Harrop,
Cllr Mrs D Sharpe, Mrs D Bourne (Clerk)
Wilts. Cllr T Sturgis, Mr Angus McPherson, four members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, explaining that as members of the
public were present he would ask Mr McPherson to give his presentation during a
lengthened public question time enabling members of the public to ask questions if they
wished.

Public Question Time

Angus Macpherson is the Conservative candidate standing for election of Police and
Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire and Swindon. These elections will be held on
Thursday 15 November 2012. He has written to all Town and Parish Councils asking if
he can attend their meeting to explain how he sees this new post impacting on local
communities and if elected how he would wish to see this new role and how he would
wish to liaise with Towns and Parishes throughout the County.

Mr MacPherson outlined his previous experiences, explaining how he thought they
would be helpful for the new position of Police and Crime Commissioner. He went on to
explain that the new Police and Crime Commissioner would be elected for a four year
term, although the first term of office will only be for 3 /2 years to enable the election to
slot into County Council schedules.

Members of the public and Councillors were able to ask questions of Mr McPherson. He
then left the meeting, along with the four members of public.

Wiltshire Council Report

Wilts. ClIr Sturgis reported that August had been a very quiet month, many of the
Wiltshire Councillors and Officers took time off during this period. Wiltshire Council
continues to reduce costs by many money saving initiatives like using heating and
lighting more efficiently and trying to reduce the number of meetings being held; a
number of mini recycling centres around the County are being withdrawn from service,
but it is hoped that the household collections of plastic and cardboard will soon be
extended to include other recyclable items.

Clir Mrs Sharpe asked if Wiltshire Council could repair a broken step over the stileon a

Public Right of Way on the Little Somerford to Dauntsey Road, The stile is situated just

after the railway bridge. Cllr Sturgis was aware of the position of this stile and will refer
it to the Rights of Way Officer at Wiltshire Council.

054/12 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Frayling and Cllr C McAuliffe.
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Minutes of the Last Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held Tuesday, 3 July 2012, having been previously
circulated, were adopted and signed as a true record.

Declarations of Interest
Clir Mrs Cameron declared an interest in item 11 on the Agenda, Fieldview
Festival 2012. She is a trustee of the organisation.

Planning Matters

Members noted the following Decisions made by the Planning Authority since
the last meeting:
. 12/01365/FUL —West Cottage, Swindon Road
Two storey extension to existing dwelling and new single detached
garage.
Decision : Refusal

Planning Applications.

o 12/01896/S73 Hill House Residential Home
Proposal : Variation of Condition 14 of 09/00362/FUL to include
reference to approved plans ((resubmission of 12/00216/S73)

The Council noted that no response had been sent in relation to the above
application as the Planning Authority advised the Chairman they were
suggesting a different approach and the applicants would be withdrawing
the application.

. 12/02159/TCA Appletree Cottage, The Hill
Proposal : Fell one Eucalyptus Tree

RESOLVED to send to the Planning Authority that Little Somerford
Parish Council has No Objections to this application.

Play Area

The Play Area was last formally inspected by RoSPA in December 2011. The
Clerk has now arranged for this inspection to be carried out annually in
September when the RoSPA inspector carries out further inspections within the
County. By bringing forward the annual inspection date the cost to the Council
will be considerably lower than last year.

RESOLVED that the play area should be inspected two months early for this
year and then inspected annually during September in order to save public

money.
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059/12 Grass Cutting Contract
The Parish Council’s Grass Cutting contract will expire at the end of this season.
The current contractor cuts the Cemetery, the Play Area, Millenium Green, and
the Grass Bank in front of the Parish Church approximately every two weeks
during the growing season. The Parish Council are very happy with this
contractor, he has been especially helpful in the recent wet weather.

RESOLVED to draft a contract to start in April 2013 to include all grass cutting
areas as now but to add the Allotment area (including grass verge up to railway
bridge), grass verge in front of the Play Area and to have ditch in front of play
area cleared twice a year. Clerk to obtain three quotes for this work and bring to
the next meeting.

060/12 Cemetery and Allotment Review
The last review of Cemetery fees was in September 2009, with increases of £20
for residents of the village and £40 for non-residents, across all categories. A
previous review was also carried out in September 2006.

Allotment Rents have stayed the same for the past three years with no record of
when they have been reviewed. It is good financial practise for a Parish Council
to review its fees and rents periodically, ideally this should be carried out
annually at the same time as formulating a budget for the coming Financial
Year.

RESOLVED to review Cemetery and Allotment fees at the next meeting and for
Clir Frayling to consult Allotment holders prior to this.

061/12 Finance

Invoice Cheque Purpose Amount
Date Number Description
860 Reimburse Cllr Mrs Cameron - Flowers (£25.00)
31 June 861 A W Services — Grass Cutting for June 2012 (£160.00)
2012
20 July RECEIPT | VAT Refund 2011-12 £116.37
2012
1 Aug RECEIPT | Donation £100.00
2012
6 Aug RECEIPT | Burial £240.00
2012
4 Sept 862 Clerks Expenses (£192.62)
2012
4 Sept 863 Clerks Salary (£360.87)
2012

RESOLVED to note the receipts and authorise payments as presented by the
Clerk.
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Further RESOLVED to order another goal post for the Play Area as this is what
the Diamond Jubilee Committee gave the £100 donation for. Mr Cameron has
kindly offered to install the goal post as before. The Clerk will place the order
and arrange for delivery to Mr Cameron’s address.

Councillor Vacancy

The Chairman informed members that the nomination period for election of
councillor was temporarily over. There had been one person interested in
seeking election but due to a delay in the international postal system his
nomination papers failed to reach the Elections Office in time.

Members noted that the Clerk will place notices around the village when the
nomination process fpr this casual vacancy is started again. It was further noted
that this position cannot be filled by co-option as ten parishioners within the
Parish have requested an election to be held.

Fieldview Festival 2012

Fieldview Festival was held in East End Lane over the first weekend in August,
when a large number of people attended from across the Country. The festival
has been an Annual occurrence since 2007 with the event this year the largest to
date. ClIr McAuliffe and ClIr Pooley have been contacted by residents
concerned that the event will become even bigger next year. Although absent
from the meeting, Cllr McAuliffe provided 3 e-mails he had received from
residents of the village, which were read out to the meeting.

The concerns were mainly parking in Vale Leaze, general traffic movements
around the site and a worry that the event will grow next year exacerbating this
situation.

The Council recognised it was not the Licencing Authority for events like this
one but in view of some residents’ concerns RESOLVED to speak to the
organisers in time for next year’s event.

Correspondence Received

The Council noted a letter received from the Audit Commission outlining
External Audit procedures for Parish and Town Councils within England and
Wales. As of 1 September 2012 and for the next five years External Auditors
will be Grant Thornton UK LLP. The fee charged will be NIL for parishes with
an income/expenditure under £10,000, unless further investigations are

necessary.

Parish Council Meetings in the New Year
Parish Council meetings are always held the first Tuesday of May, July,

September, November, January and March.
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The first Tuesday of January 2013 is New Year’s Day; it may be difficult for all
Councillors to attend as this is at the end of the Christmas festivities. The Clerk
is not available on the second Tuesday in January; so a meeting should be
arranged for later during the first week of the year, or moved to the third
Tuesday of January.

RESOLVED to hold the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 15 January 2013 at
7.15pm. It was noted an extra ordinary meeting may need to be called if
Wiltshire Council requires details of the Parish precept prior to this date.

066/12 Councillors Observations and Items for Next Agenda
Cllr Pooley reported the cemetery is in need of further tiding, despite residents
efforts last month. A date of Sunday 16 September at 10.00am was suggested;
with a sign being placed on the Millennium Green to publicise the date as The
Signpost magazine had already been distributed for this month.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be Tuesday 6 November 2012 at
7.15pm; in the Village Hall, Little Somerford.
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o After the meeting the date of the Cemetery clean-up day was changed to Sunday 30 September
2012 at 10.00am

The meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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