Little Somerfield Parish Council

MINUTES of the meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held Tuesday, 6 November
2012 in Little Somerford Village Hall, commencing at 7.15pm.

PRESENT: Cllr T Pooley (Chairman). Cllr Mrs P Cameron, Cllr J Frayling,
Cllr C McAuliffe, Cllr Mrs D Sharp, Cllr S Spooner,
Mrs D Bourne (Clerk), Wilts. Cllr T Sturgis.

Wiltshire Council Report

Cllr Sturgis reported that Wiltshire Council is looking to absorb the changes in Council
Tax due to the Welfare Reform Act, for the next financial year. Wiltshire Cabinet
members will be debating the Welfare Reform Act and its impact on Council tax for local
government. They are hoping these changes can be absorbed for the next financial year.
During the recent heavy rain ClIr Sturgis checked on Flood levels within the area. He
had not noticed any damage to property in Little Somerford, although he was aware of
the road and garden flooding within the village. Some ditches are not being maintained
properly, or are inadequate for the flow of water, making the flooding more serious than
it should be. ClIr Sturgis will talk to Danny Everett, Principle Drainage Engineer, at
Wiltshire Council, to investigate who is responsible for cleaning the offending areas.

The Chairman introduced Cllr Simon Spooner, he had been elected unopposed
on to the Parish Council at the election on 1 November 2012. ClIr Spooner had
signed his Acceptance of Office Declaration and been given a copy of the
Councils Code of Conduct prior to the meeting.

067/12 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr G Harrop.

068/12 Minutes of the Last Meeting
Clir Sharp commented that there was no E on the end of her surname. With this
amendment, the minutes were signed as a true record of the meeting held on
Tuesday 4 September 2012.

069/12 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest under the Code of Conduct adopted by the

Parish Council in July 2012, for any matters on the agenda.

070/12 Dispensations
Following the introduction of new arrangements for members Code of Conduct,

some confusion has arisen regarding the setting of precepts. The 1972
dispensation for members to vote on precepts despite their obvious financial
interest appears to have been abolished.

The Council is therefore asked to agree that dispensation for Councillors need to
be agreed by the Proper Officer (which is the legal expectation) so that this can
be done allowing the precept to be set without exposing members to risk.
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RESOLVED to apply to the Proper Officer so that dispensation can be awarded
to members, allowing them to vote on their budget and precept request for the
next financial year.

071/12 Planning Matters
a.  Planning Decisions. Members are asked to note the following Decisions made
by the Planning Authority since the last meeting.

12/01365/FUL West Cottage, little Somerford.
The applicant has appealed against the decision of the Planning Authority. A
date has yet to be set for the hearing.

b.  Planning Applications. The Chairman will contact all Parish Councillors via e-
mail, on receipt of a Planning Application for within the Parish. If members
have no objections the chairman will respond on the Councils behalf. It should
be noted that any Councillor can request that a special meeting be called to
discuss a Planning Application prior to the deadline for comments by contacting
the Chairman or Clerk.

Members are asked to note the following applications:

° 12/03192/FUL West Cottage, Little Somerford
Proposal: Side and Rear Extensions (Resubmission of 12/1365/FUL)
Parish Council Response: “Little Somerford Parish Council has no
objection. We assume Highways will be asked for comments as with the
previous planning application12/01365”.

Members are asked to consider the following applications:

® 12/03342/LBC 12/03426/FUL Manor Farm Little Somerford
Proposal: Internal and External Alterations in connection with
Conversion of Outbuilding to Provide Self Contained Staff
Accommodation.

RESOLVED to send No Objections to the Planning Authority.

. 12/03442/LBC 12/03441/FUL Pound House Little Somerford
Proposal: Take Down and Rebuild Part of Existing Boundary Wall
RESOLVED to send No Objections to the Planning Authority.

C. 11/02942/S73A Church Farm, Little Somerford.
Permission was granted in January 2012 for “Temporary Storage of Portable
Cabins and materials including temporary Accommodation for Security due to
the carrying out of Embankment Works at Little Somerford and Rodbourne,
Completion of works including Maintenance period until October 2012.”

Condition 2 of the Planning Permission states occupation of the site shall be
discontinued and all containers, buildings and materials be removed by 1%
November 2012 and for the area to be restored to its former condition before

January 2013.
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It was noted that most of the storage units and cabins have been removed but
that there was still a significant amount of machinery and storage containers on
the site.

RESOLVED to write to Wiltshire Council Enforcement Officer, explaining the
site is not yet vacated and requesting he follow up the application.

072/12 Play Area
The Council noted the Annual Play Area Inspection has been carried out by
ROSPA accredited inspectors. They have found nothing of concern. The
Council thanked Clir Cameron and her husband for fitting the additional goal
post generously donated by the Diamond Jubilee Committee.

073/12 Cemetery and Allotment Review
Allotments in Little Somerford are currently £5.00 per annum. Other allotment
charges within the area are various (free, 48p per sqm, £30) The Allotment
Association quqtes typical allotment rents as between £25 and £125 per annum.

RESOLVED to increase the annual rental to £20 per annum, with a part plot
being £10, and to ask allotment holders to sign a yearly agreement. This
agreement is to run yearly from October to September. The Council will take a
more proactive role in the management of the site.

Clir Mrs Frayling will inspect the site and report back to the Council prior to
letters explaining the changes being sent to all allotment holders.

Cemetery Fees were last reviewed in September 2009. RESOLVED to keep
fees the same at this review.

A Cemetery Clean-up day was organised recently, with several residents taking
part, the Council appreciates all the help given. Travis Perkins, of Chippenham,
kindly donated gravel to improve the pathway through the middle of the
cemetery and to enhance the Garden of Remembrance. It was noted that another
taskforce would be needed to continue with the cleaning before Spring-time.

074/12 Finance

Invoice | Cheque Purpose Amount
Date Number Description
5 Nov 864 Wessex Water Standpipe to Cemetery and £11.00
Allotment
Sept 12 | 865 A W Services £120.00
9 Oct 866 Little Somerford Village Hall £18.00
27 Sept | 867 Clerk : Reimburse for Goal Post in playing field + £109.15
Expenses
868 Clerk : Salary £236.18
Transfer | Deposit Acc to Current Account £500.00
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