
Little Somerford Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Little Somerford Parish Council held on
Tuesday 13% November 2012 at 7.15pm held in the Parish Church.

Present: Cllrs Tony Pooley
Diane Sharp
Julie Frayling
Pauline Cameron
Simon Spooner

Cllr Toby Sturgis (Wiltshire Council)

Officer: Johnathan Bourne (clerk)

Public: 89 Members of the Public

1 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for Absence were received from Cllrs Chris
McAuliffe, Graham Harrop and 10 membersof the public

2 Planning Application 12/03557 /WCM

Cllr Tony Pooley introduced Planning Application
12/03557 /WCM - For Up-filling of Land at Clay Street, Little
Somerford. Cllr Pooley took members through the component
parts of the application namely site description, Ecology Report
and Method Statement.

Cllr Pooley detailed a number of areas where the application
appeared to have insufficient information upon which to form a
measured judgment. Particular concern was expressed about
the lack of a hydrological report, lack of data relating to
finished levels, lack of accurate data relating to traffic
movements and lack of a newt survey as part of the ecological
report despite the applicants own Ecologist recommending
that this should be undertaken.



Clr Pooley then introduced Cllr Toby Sturgis who confirmed
that in his judgment the application was lacking in detail, detail
that has now been requested by the appropriate officers at
Wiltshire Council. Cllr Sturgis also drew attention to
inconsistencies such as some paragraphs describing the filling
of inert matter whilst othersset out provisions for dealing with
Methane Gas, which would not be required if only inert matter
is filled.

Calculationsare given in solid cubic meters and yet vehicles
transporting inert material must be loosely filled which casts
significant doubt on the traffic figures provided.

ClIr Sturgis concluded his remarks by suggesting that the
Parish Council'should not return comments until the further
information was made available, and that he would ensure that
additional time was granted to the Parish Council to allow this

to happen.

Public Recess and Comments

The Chairman called a Public recess and invited members of
the Public to express their concerns, which are summarized
below:

e Geology - given the clay surface, which is subject to
heave, something that might necessitate a Geological

Survey.
e Loose fill of lorries - usually holding 9 cubic meters and

not 20 as anticipated, which will double the traffic
movements.

e Use of C Class roads in a rural setting
eo Access and Egress - particularly with regard to sight

lines
e Question as to whether the application requires a

Environmental Impact Assessment.
e Question as to whether there a need to consult with

surrounding villages - Cllr Sturgis agreed to pick this up
as the surrounding villages are within his electoral
division.



e Susceptibility to flooding noting concerns that the village
is in a fragile position and that no proper flooding
assessment has been undertaken by the applicant.

Resolution

RESOLVED to accept the advice of Councillor Toby Sturgis and
defer consideration of this application pending the publication
of further information by the applicant.

Further RESOLVED to notify the Planning Department of the
strong feeling ofthe Parish opposing this application and the
decision to defer detailed consideration of the application
pending the publication of further information by the applicant
allowing the Parish to make an informed and measured
judgment.


