
Little Somerford Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Little Somerford Parish Council held
on Thursday 20 December 2012 at 7.15pm held in the Village Hall.

Present: Clirs Tony Pooley
Diane Sharp
Julie Frayling
Pauline Cameron
Graham Harrop

Cllr Toby Sturgis (Wiltshire Council)

Officer: Deborah Bourne (clerk)

Public: 29 Members of the Public

1 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for Absence were received from Clirs Chris
McAuliffe, Simon Spooner and 7 members of the public

2 Planning Application 12/03557/WCM

Clir Tony Pooley again introduced Planning Application
12/03557/WCM - Up-filling of Land at Clay Street,Little
Somerford. Clr Pooley took members through the
component parts of the application namely site description,
Ecology Report and Method Statement and further took
those assembled through the letter of further information
submitted by the Agent on behalf of the applicant.

Clir Pooley confirmed that there were still a significant
number of areas where the application appeared to have
insufficient information upon which to form a measured
judgment. Particular concern continued to be expressed
about the lack of a hydrological report, lack of data relating to
finished levels, lack of accurate data relating to traffic
movements and lack of a newt survey as part of the
ecological report despite the applicants own Ecologist
recommending that this should be undertaken.



Clir Pooley then introduced Clir Toby Sturgis who confirmed
that in his judgment the application remained lacking in
essential details and as such was unlikely to be viewed
favourably by the appropriate officers and committee.

Clir Pooley noted that the Planning authority had now
received some 50 letters of objection which overwhelmingly
and comprehensively dealt in detail with the objections
articulated at the previous meeting.

With this mind Clir Pooley recommended that the Council
response should focus primarily on the fact that the
application will not succeed in achieving its stated purpose,
that of improving the land for grazing. This to be supported
by simple bullet points. Discussion with members of the
public covered the following:

« Geology - given the clay surface, which is subject to
heave, something that might necessitate a Geological
Survey.
Loose fill of lorries - usually holding 9 cubic meters and
not 20 as anticipated, which will double the traffic
movements.

+ Use of C Class roads in a rural setting
+ Access and Egress - particularly with regard to sight

lines
+ Question as to whether the application requires an

Environmental Impact Assessment.
«Question as to whether there is a need to consult with
surrounding villages - Clr Sturgis agreed to pick this up
as the surrounding villages are within his electoral
division.

« Concerns that the village is in a fragile position with
regard to flooding and that no proper flooding
assessment has been undertaken by the applicant.

Resolution

RESOLVED to accept the advice of Councillor Tony Pooley
and strongly object to the application in the manner
suggested.


