
Little Somerford Parish Council

MINUTES ofthe meeting ofLittle Somerford Parish Council held Tuesday, 31
September 2013 in Little Somerford Village Hall commencing 7.15pm.

PRESENT : Cllrs Julie Frayling, Charlie Gawthropp, Diane Sharp (vice-chairman),
Simon Spooner, Clive Tubman. Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk)

Also Present : Wilts. Cllr Toby Sturgis; Mr Robin Basu, Community Relations
Manager Network Rail; three members of the public.

Public Question Time
No questions were directed to the Council during this time.

Presentation
Network Rail had been invited to give a presentation on howthe electrification of the
railways will affect Little Somerford and the surrounding area. Mr Robin Basu
began by passing on the applogies of Mr Alan Cooke who was unable to attend at
short notice due to a family emergency.

Mr Basu explained briefly the background to electrification and howit will impact
on Network Rail and Rail Passengers. Network Rail will benefit from a more
reliable system and cheaper running costs, passengers will benefit from a more
comfortable journey with less noise. In some areas structures will have to be altered
but there are no structural alterations planned for the Little Somerford area. An area
of 6.5m each side of the track will need to be cleared of all vegetation, this will
include any aerial vegetation from nearby trees that may encroach into the 6.5m
swathe. Network Rail is taking its environmental obligations very seriously and will
be aiming to plant trees in other places if trees are to be felled from the track side.

Councillors commented that there have been recent problems with flooding on some
land in the area, which may be associated to blocked ditches and culverts on
Network Rail land which have not been cleared of vegetation and debris properly
from previous work carried out. Mr Basu responded he would look into the current
problems and assured those present a similar situation would not arise; it is a safety
requirement that land is completely bare, all vegetation will be taken awayfrom the
site and a yearly spraying schedule will be set up to keep the line vegetation free.

It is Network Rails policy to notify neighbours approximately two weeks in advance
of any work being carried out, in the case of Little Somerford work is due to
commence in about four weeks.

Mr Basu answered questions about the project from both Councillors and members
of the public and explained that Richard Turner was the person anyfurther queries
should be directed to as he had specific responsibility for the Electrification Project.
Mr Basu was happy for people to contact him for onward delivery to Mr Turner if
that was easier.

Cllr Diane Sharp thanked Mr Basu for attending and he left the meeting.
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Report from Wiltshire Council
Cllr Toby Sturgis reported that Wiltshire Council had agreed their four year business
plan. There will be various highway closures/diversion routes in the coming months
due to works being carried out by Network Rail on bridges in the area; it is not sure
howlong these will last.

Discussion with Councillors on what constitutes “open countryside” within the
Wiltshire Core Strategy.

053/13 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Pauline Cameron
and Tony Pooley.

054/13 Declarations of Interest on items on the Agenda
There were no declarations of interest

055/13 Minutes
Minutes of the meetings held 25 June 2013 and 19 July 2013, having
previously been circulated, were approved and signed asa true record.

056/13 Planning

a. Applications receivedfor comments since last meeting:

* 13/01614/FUL 25 Vale Leaze, Little Somerford
Proposal : New Porch and Single Storey Side Extension

* 13/00939/FUL Maunditts House, Little Somerford
Proposal : Removal of Existing Garden Sheds and Erection of wooden
summerhouse.

* 13/01801/DDD Little Somerford Church
Proposal : Fell One Dead Tree

The above Planning Applications were notified to all Councillors via e-mail
between meetings, there were no objections to the Applications.

b. Applications determined since June 2013.

* 13/00939/S73A Maunditts House, Little Somerford
Proposal : Removal of Existing Garden Sheds & Erection of Wooden
Summerhouse (retrospective)
Decision : Permission

The above planning decision was noted.
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057/13

058/13

059/13

060/13

Highways
Wiltshire Council will be asking Parishes to suggest signs on the Highways
that could be removed or improved.

This should be placed on the Agenda to discuss in November.

Review of Bus Services
Wiltshire Council is currently undertaking a review ofits Council funded
bus routes; this includes the service 31 through Little Somerford. A
passenger survey will be conducted, questionnaires will be available from
the drivers.

The Council noted this and asked for a poster to be put in the bus shelter to
ensure passengers were aware of the survey.

Housing Need Survey
Wiltshire Councils in the process of carrying out rural need surveys across
Wiltshire, they have set up a Rural Partnership, where providers work with
parishes/community and Wiltshire council to deliver affordable homes
should there be an identified need. There is a rolling 5 year programme to
undertake surveys with the support ofthe Parish Councils.

Manyother local parishes across North Wiltshire have been very positive
and worked with Wiltshire Council to undertake a survey; they have
recognised that a surveyfits very nicely with developing a neighbourhood
plan. Members would like to encourage families to come to the village,
whether that is into affordable housing or otherwise. It was felt a housing
need survey would help with identifying what was needed for Little
Somerford.

RESOLVED to help Wiltshire Council with a Housing Need Survey, by
delivering the survey to every house in the Parish, and encourage residents
to send the completed survey back to Wiltshire Council for analysis.

Finance
The following accounts were authorised for payment.

Invoic|Cheque Purpose Amount
e Date|Number Description

888 Signpost (Donation) £100.00
889 A W Services (May) £170.00
890 Little Somerford Village Hall £18.00
891 A W Services £170.00
892 (Jul/Aug) Salary to include agreed National Pay £244.33

Award
893 Signmaker (Allotments) £42.00

Account Balances were noted of :

Current : £5,988.92 Deposit : £5,445.69
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061/13 Correspondence Received

a. A letter of complaint has been received from Mr Bye about the weeds
and general untidiness in the Garden of Remembrance. He had recently
visited the cremated remains ofa relative and was saddened to see the
state of the area.

Members acknowledged the area did need improving and would
endeavour to have the area completed in the next week or so.

RESOLVED to write to Mr Bye when work in the Garden of
Remembrance was completed.

b. A third letter of complaint had been received from Ms Sarah de Brion

regarding the Allotments.

The Chairman explained the history of the Allotments in Little
Somerford and the nature of Ms de Brion’s complaint and how the new
rents had been arrived at. Discussion was held about what the Parish
Council should do to improve or maintain the Allotments. It was
acknowledged there is a problem with rabbits eating the crops.

Cllr Frayling has been approached by residents in Malmesbury asking to

be placed on the Allotment Waiting List. As lead councillor for
Allotments Cllr Frayling would like to see all plots being well tended, for
the benefit of all Allotment Holders.

RESOLVED to write to Network Rail asking them to control the number
of rabbits on their land and improve the condition of their boundary
fence. To write again to Ms de Brion explaining the Councils position.
Cllr Frayling agreed to place an advert in the “Signpost” magazine to fill

any plots that become vacant in September

It was also agreed to meet with Allotment Holders each Springtime to

discuss any issues. A date would be fixed as near to 25 March as

possible.

062/13 Councillors Observations and Date of Next Meeting
There were no observations. The date ofthe next meeting will be Tuesday,
5 November 2013, at Little Somerford Village Hall, commencing 7.15 pm.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm

Cllr Tony Poo -
Chairman


