
MINUTES ofthe meeting held Tuesday, 5 November 2013 at 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Little Somerford.

PRESENT :  Clirs: Pauline Cameron, Julie Frayling, Charlie Gawthropp,
Tony Pooley (Chairman), Diane Sharp, Simon Spooner, Clive Tubman.
Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk)

Also Present: Wilts. Cllr Toby Sturgis, Mrs Ellen Blacker (Wiltshire Good Neighbour
Co-ordinator), Four members of the public.

Public Question Time
There were no questions from members ofthe public at this time.

Report from Wiltshire Councillor
Cllr Sturgis gave a verbal report and update which included:

e Latest information en the Highways and Maintenance contract Wiltshire Council
has with Balfour Beatty

e Update on discussions with Network Rail about blockages ofculverts in the area
and clearing of vegetation in readiness for electrification ofthe railway lines

e Changes to the Local Council Tax Support, this will not have a great impact on
Little Somerford, it will have an impact on the larger parishes within Wiltshire

Members asked ClIr Sturgis to update them on progress with The Hill. Potholes in this
road have been reported to the Highways Department on numerous occasions. Cllr
Sturgis confirmed this road is not a priority but that Wiltshire Council will be budgeting
for more money into the roads network over the next three years. Members were pleased
with this update but still concerned that minor roads throughout Wiltshire would steadily
get worse. ClIr Sturgis assured members Wiltshire Council was taking all road defects
seriously but at present there is no “magic formula”.

Presentation
Mrs Ellen Blacker introduced herself, and explained how she could help communities to
keep an eye on vulnerable and elderly residents, potentially allowing them to stay in their
own homes for longer. Mrs Blacker works in the Royal Wootton Bassett & Cricklade
Area and the Malmesbury Area. Her post is full time and she has approximately 1,700
clients, which are all through referrals, cold calling is not permitted.

Mrs Blacker also explained that the new 4G mobile phone network, currently going live
in the area, is causing interference with some television signals. A filter is available to be
fitted to the television aerial in these cases. She left information about this with
members.

063/13 Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for this meeting, all Councillors were present.

064/13 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest in matters on this agenda.



065/13

066/13
a.

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held Tuesday, 3 September 2013 in Little
Somerford Village Hall were adopted and signed as a true record of the meeting.

Planning Matters:
Applications receivedfor comments since the last meeting:

e 13/03166/FUL — Pound House
Replacement of Existing Timber Cladding
No Objections

e 13/03167/LBC — Pound House
Replacement of Existing Timber Cladding
No Objections

e 13/04629/106 — Land to North of The Street.
Discharge of Section 106 Agreement relating to N/94/01880/F

Chairman gave a brief explanation of the history to this application. The
Parish Council had previously resolved not to comment until neighbours had
been properly consulted, which has now happened.

RESOLVED to objectto this application; the Chairman to e-mail suitable
wording to all Parish Council members for approval before sending to the
Planning Department at Wiltshire Council.

Applications determined since September

e 13/01805/TCA — Saladin House, The Hill. Fell 11 Leylandi Cypress
Trees & Reduce Height of Laurel Hedge to 6ft.
Decision : Permission

e 13/01349/S73A — Church Farm, The Street
Temporary Storage of Portable Cabins & Materials including temporary
Accommodation
Decision : Permission

The above decisions were noted.

Concerns
e 13/00003 — Land adjoining Russell House.

Members raised concerns about this previously granted planning permission.
There appears to be concrete foundations each side of the access which
would be inconsistent with erecting a wooden fence. The diameter of the
drainage pipe that has been laid would appear to be smaller than that
specified on the approved plans. As the initial planning application was
submitted in order to ease the flooding in this area members are concerned
that different sized outlets will not help with drainageat this location.



067/13

068/13

069/13

070/13

RESOLVED to ask Wilts. Cllr Sturgis to investigate this matter with the

Planning Department and the Drainage Department.

Finance
° Allotment rents of £60.00 and interest of 68 pence covering the period

July to September were noted.

° RESOLVED to authorise payment of accounts as listed below.

25 Oct 894|Wessex Water (six months) £31.51

21 Oct 895|LSVH — Hire of Hall for Council Meetings £12.00

31Jyl 896|AW Services (July) £170.00

9 Oct 897|Playsafety RoSPA Play area inspection £78.00

5 Nov 898|Salary D Bourne — Sept & Oct £241.96

Tt was noted thatthe Bank Balances were Current Account: £5,556.59,
Deposit Account: £5,445.92 as at 1* October 2013.

It was noted that the Council will be asked to set its budget for the Financial Year

2014-15 at its next meeting in January 2014.

External Audit Report
It was noted that Grant Thornton had completed the Annual External Audit in

September. They have found the annual return to be in accordance with proper
practices and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern
that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. There

were no matters they wished to draw to the Councils attention.

Highway Matters
Wiltshire Council Highways Department have written to all Parish Councils

asking for their help in identifying redundant or unnecessary road signs. It has

been requested locations of these signs should be sent to the Malmesbury Area
Board Community Area Transport Group (CATG) by 31 December 2013 for

consideration.

Members noted the village sign adjacent to the allotments on the Great
Somerford Road had rusted through. There were also 30mph signs in Mill Lane

and East End that may not be necessary.

Cemetery Management
A suggestion was put forward to the Council that the Garden of Remembrance
should be included in the formal arrangements already in place for the cemetery

grass cutting.

This was considered as well as cutting of the hedge at the perimeter of the

cemetery. Members felt the Council should not rely upon volunteers to
undertake all these tasks.



071/13

072/13

073/13

074/13

075/13

RESOLVED to ask A W Services to apply weed killer to the garden of
remembrance and cemetery path atthe first cut of the season and to cut the

hedge at the end ofthe cutting season.

Allotments
Allotment holders have complained about the large number of rabbits that

migrate from the Railway Line and eat young plants. The fence between the
Allotments and the Cemetery is also damaged.
Allotment holders have tried to protect their plants by putting up temporary
fencing around each plot, this has only had a limited affect.
RESOLVED to write to Network Rail asking them to renew the boundary fence
and to take measures to keep the rabbit population under control on their land;
Cllr Julie Frayling will research prices for rabbit proof fencing to enclose all the

allotment plots. This will then be discussed at a future meeting.

Parish Noticeboard
Parish Noticeboard is currently in a poor state of repair. It needs a replacement
door and back board. A lock would also prohibit unsolicited posters.

RESOLVED to obtain two quotes for this work to be carried out.

Village Entrance Flower Boxes
There are flower beds on approaches to the village on the Great Somerford

Road, Clay Street and Dauntsey Road. These are all tended by volunteers, the
Council wished to convey their thanksto these residents for their help and
commitment.

There is currently no flower bed on The Hill to welcome visitors to the village,
and some residents have commented they will be unable to tend thesesites as
often asin the past. The Council will discuss this matter further at the next
meeting.

Wiltshire Council Tax Support Funding
The Government has changed the way it pays Local Council Tax Support.
Previously residents who were able to claim this benefit had their Council Tax

paid direct; under the new system Central Government will provide each tax
collecting local authority with a global grant to be shared amongst Parishes.

Wiltshire Council has asked for comments on how Parishes wish to see this

money distributed. As responses were required by 4 November the Chairman

responded on the Councils behalf.

No 3 Field View
ClIr Pauline Cameron wished the Parish Council to draw Wiltshire Council’s
attention to their possible inappropriate handling of the sale of 3 Field View.
Cllr Sturgis advised that this property wasnot the responsibility of Wiltshire
Council.
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076/13

077/13

078/13

RESOLVED no further action to be taken.

Housing Need Survey
It was noted that members had delivered questionnaires to each house in the
parish and residents were now sending their replies to Wiltshire Council. The
closing date for this survey is 8 November 2013.

Correspondence Received
A letter has been received from Ms Sarah De Brion regarding the increase in
Allotment Rents.

Letter was read by the Chairman to those present.

RESOLVED to write a final letter to Ms De Brion setting out the Councils
reasons for increasing the Allotment Rents.

Councillors Observations and Items for Next Agenda
The Salvation Army will be attending the Millenium Green on Monday 23
December for “Carols on The Green”. In previous years this has been arranged
by Chris McAuliffe, but he is unable take an active role this year. Councillors
will help with organisation this year.

The next meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council will take place on
Tuesday, 7 January 2014 in Little Somerford Village Hall commencing 7.15pm.

The Meeting Closed at 9.30pm


