
MINUTES ofthe meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held on Tuesday 4™ March
2014 in Little Somerford Village Hall, commencing 7.15pm.

PRESENT : Cllrs Pauline Cameron, Julie Frayling, Charlie Gawthropp, Tony Pooley
(Chairman), Simon Spooner. Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk)

Also Present : Two members of the public

Public Question Time
Mrs Free commented there had been some very nasty brambles overhanging the pavement
from the Church to the Village Hall making it impassable. She had cut them back. The
pavement in front of Manor Farm is also very muddy. Chairman replied that a letter should
be sent to the land owner of Pound House asking him to keep hedge cut back from pavement
. He also advised that Wiltshire Council had already cleared away blockage to drain outside
Manor Farm.

Report from Unitary Couneillor
Cllr Toby Sturgis was absent from the meeting. No written report was submitted.

011/14 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Diane Sharp

012/14 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest in matters on this agenda

013/14 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held Tuesday 7 January 2014 were signed and
adopted as a true record of the meeting.

014/14 Planning Matters:

a. Applications receivedfor comments since the last meeting:

e 13/06742/RWN — Land adjacent railway, Little Somerford
Prior Approval of Railway Electrification Works — Installation of Switching
Station

e 14/00299/TCA — Forge Mill Bungalow,Little Somerford
Fell Two Ash Trees

The above Planning Applications were notified to all Councillors via e-mail and
comments sent to the Planning Authority as appropriate.

b. Applications determined since November:

e 13/06194/FUL — The Willows, Little Somerford
Replacement Garage and Dining Room extension
Decision : Approve with conditions



015/14

e 13/06742/RWN — Land adjacent railway, Little Somerford
Prior Approval of Railway Electrification Works — Installation of Switching
Station
Decision : Prior Approval Granted

e 14/00299/TCA — Forge Mill Bungalow, Little Somerford
Fell Two Ash Trees
Decision : Approve

The decisions above were noted.

Finance and Administration

RESOLVEDto authorise payment of the accounts as listed below; Cllrs Pooley
and Frayling will sign chequesat the close of the meeting. Deposits of
Allotment Rents and interest earned was noted, as set out below.

901 A W Services (September 2013) £170.00
902 A W Services (October 2013) £170.00
903 Clerks Salary (Jan / Feb / Mar) £363.04
904 Clerks Expenses £305.52
Deposit Allotment Rents £60.00
Deposit 9 Oct :22p 11 Nov :25p 9Dec;21p|£0.68016/14

017/14

Further RESOLVED that any further accounts needing payment before the end
of the financial year can be authorised by two Councillors prior to the next
meeting in May.

It was noted the Bank Account Balances as at 4 March 2014 were:
Current Account £4,721.16 and Deposit Account £5,447.07.
RESOLVEDto investigate accounts offering a higher rate of interest than
currently being offered by the Councils bank.

Standing Orders will be reviewed by Cllr Spooner and the Clerk to be brought
back to a future meeting for adoption.

Millennium Green
The Council noted that it should be declared on the Annual Audit Return they
are Sole Trustee of the Millennium Green. This land should also be placed on
the Asset Register, allowing it to come under the umbrella of the Councils
insurance. An AGM forthis trust will be held on the same day as the Annual
Parish Meeting 6" May).

Allotments
Thereare currently three and a half allotment plots vacant; these will be
advertised shortly in the Parish Signpost.



018/14

Cllr Frayling has been investigating the cost of Rabbit Proof Fencing. Cllrs
Frayling, Gawthropp and Pooley will meet at the site on Friday 7" March to
discuss this further. Quotations will be brought to a future meeting.

Highway Matters

Damage to the Grass Verges
During the recent wet weather the grass verges opposite the Somerford Arms
have deteriorated. The Chairman has been approached by two residents who
have raised concerns that utility equipment under these verges will get damaged,
and that drainage ditches will become blocked. They havetried to protect the
verges with posts but this has been unsuccessful.

RESOLVED that the chairman should arrange a site meeting between the
Highways Authority, Somerford Arms owners and tenant and landowner
opposite the Somerford Arms to discuss how best to protect these verges.

Cllr Pauline Cameron left the meeting

b.

019/14

020/14

021/14

Dog Fouling on East End Lane
It has been brought to the Councils attention that some dog ownersare leaving
their used Dog Poo bagsin the hedgerows and not disposing of them properly
after cleaning up after their animals.

RESOLVED that an article reminding dog ownersoftheir responsibilities be
placed in the Signpost magazine and enquiries made fora litter bin to be placed
in East End Lane.

Litter Blitz
RESOLVED thata litter blitz be organised for the first Sunday in April (6™).

Notice to be placed in Signpost.

Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 6" May, at 7.15pm.

Site Visits
A date for site visits will be arranged at the next meeting.

It was noted that the picnic bench in the Play Area is damaged; Cllr Gawthropp
kindly offered to repair this. The entrance to the Cemetery is looking untidy;
A W Services should be approached to see if they can extend their contract to
maintain this area, and if so, at what cost.

Correspondence Received
° CPRE — Invitation to register for the Best Kept Village competition

RESOLVED to decline the invitation this year.

° Letter from Ms De Brion enclosing Allotment Rent
RESOLVED to write thanking Ms De Brion for her cheque



° Wiltshire Council — Launch ofnew website promoting sport, physical
activity and health
Noted

° Letter from Mr Boulton concerning damage to verges
RESOLVED to write to Mr Boulton setting out Councils suggested way
forward

022/14 Councillors Observations and Items for Next Agenda
There were no observations. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 6™ May
2014 in Little Somerford Village Hall on the rising of the Annual Parish

Meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.59pm.


