
MINUTES of the meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held on Tuesday, 3rd January
2017 at 7.15pm in Little Somerford Village Hall.

PRESENT : Cllrs Pauline Cameron (arrived @ min ref 007/17), Julie Frayling, Tony
Pooley (chairman), Simon Spooner (left @ min ref 009/17), Diane Sharp,
Clive Tubman (left @ min ref 008/17). Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk).

Also Present : Wilts Clir Toby Sturgis, Mrs Sue Free (Community Speed Watch).

Public Question Time.
Mrs Free gave an update on the Community Speed Watch schemein the village. Training in
December was cancelled. The scheme should be operational by Spring 2017.

Report from Wiltshire Councillor
Wiltshire Council is in the process of compiling its budget for the 2017/18 Financial Year.

095/16 Apologies for Absence
001/17 There were no apalogies for absence, Cllrs Simon Spooner and Clive Tubman left

early due to family commitments and Cllr Pauline Cameron arrived late due to work
commitments.

096/16 Declarations of Interest
002/17 There were no declarations of interest made on items relating to this agenda.

097/16 Minutes
003/17 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 1st November 2016 were approved as an

accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.

004/17 Planning Matters
a. The Council noted the following Planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council for

the Parish ofLittle Somerford since the last meeting.

* 16/09479/FUL & 16/09489/LBC — The Wagon House Annexe, Somerford
House, The Street, Little Somerford
Change ofuse and internal alterations of outbuilding to enable a mixed,
ancillary residential use and tourist accommodation use (retrospective).
Decision : Approve with conditions

* 16/10321/FUL — Saladin House, The Hill, Little Somerford.
Proposed New Dormer Window to Main Bedroom on Rear Elevation.
Decision : Approve with conditions

b. The Council considered the Planning Application below.

* 16/11933/TCA - Pound House, The Street, Little Somerford
Reduce 10 Beech Stems to 5 Metres in Height and reduce to a 2 metre
lateral spread.

There were no objections to this planning application.



* 16/12019/FUL - The Old Smithy, The Street, Little Somerford
Single storey rear extension. Replacement porch and erection of garage.

There were a number of considerations discussed for this application:
* The overall extension to the rear of the property
* The Garage, which is to be constructed from wood
* The style of the extension, should this be in keeping with the

surrounding Conservation area?

RESOLVED that:
* there was no objection to the proposed extension to the rear of the property,

despite a very modern style, as it would be out of sight at the rear of the
house.

* attention should be drawn to the Little Somerford Design Statement. which
states that new building materials should be consistent with materials for
original building; it appears from the application that the porch will be
completely glazed, it would be preferred ifmore sympathetic materials
were used, especially at the bottom.

* an objection should be made to the Wooden Garage at the front of the
property. The positioning of this will be a detrimentto the Conservation
Area, and the materials (Wood) are not in keeping with adjacent buildings.

005/17 Highway Matters
The Council noted changes recently made to the Parish Steward Scheme, and were
reminded that any Highways issues should be reported through to Wiltshire Council
via the “My Wiltshire” app or to the Chairman or Clerk, ifit relates to Streetscene
issues, between meetings so that they can be actioned in a timely manner. The Clerk
will send a copy of the monthly issues sheet to all Councillors.

006/17 Website
It was noted that a grant has been obtained for £1,150 to help offset the cost of
setting up a website needed to comply with the Transparency Code that came into
effect in July 2015. The grant is broken down as detailed below, there will be some
additional costs that will need to be funded by the Council.

Item Grant
Amount

Scanner: To enable uploading to website, this can include a printer £100

Computer: Each Council should have its own pc for employees to use £350

Software: Usual package would be Microsoft Office, although other £200
packages are available

Website set up: There are specialised companies who will set up a bespoke £500
website for Parish Councils.

RESOLVED that the Clerk, in consultation with Cllr Tubman, continue to progress
this project.



007/17 Grass Cutting Contract
Invitations to tender for the grass cutting contract were sent out and two companies
replied. Both companies have worked with Parish Councils before and have also

worked with the Clerk.

CompanyA is priced at £3,072 annually, split into 12 equal payments of £256.
Company B is priced at £1,190 annually, again split into monthly payments, which

are stated as £170 per month.

Company B hold the current contract in Little Somerford, there have been

complaints from residents about the standard of cutting. The Chairman has spent a
lot of time requesting improvements from the Contractor. It was also noted that the
ditch at the Play Area has not been dug out despite being part of the existing
contract.

RESOLVED to award company A the contract. In view ofthe issues during the last

year with the existing contractor (company B) and the professional presentation in

tendering for the contract of company A, Councillors were able to justify choosing- the higher quotation.

Further RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Company A for some remedial
worksat the cemetery and allotments which will be carried out before the start of the
contract in April.

The Clerk is asked to arrange for the existing contract to be completed before April,

at which time accounts can be paid in full.

008/17 Finance
Bank Balances were noted as below:

Treasurers Account 4,606.19

Business Instant Access 8,360.54

< Total £12,966.73

Payee Amount

Village Hall 61.00

A Stone - Gravedigger 80.00

AW Services Apr to Oct 2016 1,330.00

Greenbarnes Noticeboard 1,368.86

Grant Thornton Auditors
|

120.00

HCI Data - domain name 130.80

Clerk Expenses 166.89

Clerk Salary Nov Dec 16 248.32

LMPC - Part SLCC Membership 24.18 Oy



RESOLVED to authorise the payments above, except A W Services which should
only be released after discussion about the outstanding works.

009/17 Annual Budget
A draft budget for 2017/18 was presented to the Council, by the RFO. If the draft
budget is to be accepted a precept of £7,908 will need to be levied in order to keep'it
a balanced budget. Several options were discussed.

RESOLVED to accept the RFOs recommended budget for 2017/2018; and for v
Wiltshire Council to levy a tax of £7,900 (Seven thousand, nine hundred pounds) on
its behalf.

010/17 Noticeboard
The purchased noticeboard is currently being stored at the Chairmans house, it is
necessary to employ a suitably registered person to erect this on the highway. Vv

RESOLVED that Paul Tilley be approached to carry out this work. He has
undertaken similar work around the parish and has the necessary qualifications.~~/
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011/17 Annual Litter Pick
RESOLVED to arrange for the AnnualLitter Pick to take place in Little Somerford
on Sunday, 5th March at 10.00am. This date coincides with the National campaign
being organised by Keep Britain Tidy.

012/17 Councillors Observations and Items for Next Meeting
It was noted that the building work at Hill House is attracting some adverse
comments, members were asked to take note when they are in that area of any
possible problems.

Mrs Zoe Carruthers has expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor.
There is a casual vacancy, due to the resignation of John Smith, which can be filled
by co-option. The Chairman will discuss this further with Mrs Carruthers.

The next meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council is scheduled for Tuesday 7th
March 2017, at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm


