MINUTES of the meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held on Tuesday, 7 March 2017
at 7.15pm in Little Somerford Village Hall.

PRESENT : Cllirs Pauline Cameron, Julie Frayling, Tony Pooley (chairman), Simon
Spooner, Diane Sharp. Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk)

Also Present: Wilts. Cllr Toby Sturgis (left mtg at item 022/17)
plus 2 members of the public.

Public Question Time
There were no questions from members of the public.

Report from Wiltshire Councillor
CllIr Sturgis gave a report on his activities within Wiltshire Council, the recently set budgets
and various targets that have been met by the authority.

The Chairman requested that Area Board meetings be held in venues other than Malmesbury
Town Hall as it is increasingly difficult to park in the centre of Malmesbury. Cllr Sturgis
responded that future meetings will be held at various other locations, including the Riverside
Youth Centre.

018/17 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Clirs Zoe Carruthers (due to illness) and
Clive Tubman.

019/17 Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded that under s30(3) of the Localism Act 2011 they All
are obligated to keep their entry in the public Register of Interests up to
date. There were no declarations of interest in matters on this agenda.

020/17 Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 3™ January 2017, and the extra-
ordinary meeting held on Monday 13™ February 2017 were approved as
an accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.

021/17 Planning Matters
a. Application decisions by Wiltshire Council since the last meeting

e 16/11933/TCA —Pound House, The Street, Little Somerford
Reduce 10 Beech Stems to 5 metres in height and reduce to a 2
metre lateral spread.

Decision : No Objections

e 16/12117/TCA — The Old Station House, Frog Lane, Great
Somerford
Reduce 5 Apple trees back to previous pruning points, fell 1
Poplar, reduce height of 10 Leylandi by up to 2 metres, fell 1
Laurel, remove 2 low limbs from 1 Indian Bean tree, crown raise 1
Norway Spruce to 4 metres, 30% crown reduction to 1 Tree of




022/17

Heaven.
Decision : No Objections

e 16/12139/DDD — The Old Station House, Frog Lane, Great
Somerford
Fell 1 dead Poplar.
Decision : DD Decision Letter

e 16/12019/FUL — The Old Smithy, The Street, Little Somerford
Single storey rear extension, replacement porch and erection of
garage.

Decision : Approve with Conditions

e 17/00393/TCA — Breaches Gate, Little Somerford
Fell 1 Conifer, and 30% crown reduction to Apple trees and 1
Silver Birch.
Decision :<No Objections

e 17/00185/TCA — Somerfield, The Hill, Little Somerford
Modify house and Access details — revision of 16/03571/FUL
Decision : Approve with Conditions

e 17/00506/TCA — The Old Orchard, The Street, Little Somerford
Fell 1 Goat Willow and 1 Sycamore.
Decision : No Objections

e 17/00619/TCA — The Old Rectory, The Street, Little Somerford
Remove 1 stem from multi-stemmed Sycamore.
Decision : No Objections

The Council noted the above decisions made by Wiltshire Council.
Applications awaiting decisions since January:

e [7/01978/PNCOU — Dutch Barn, East End Farm, Little Somerford
Prior Approval for Change of Use of Agricultural Building to a
Dwelling House (use class C3) and for Associated Operational
Development.

The Council noted the above Prior Notification on Change of Use. If the
nominated structure is sound, development is allowed provided the
footprint does not exceed the original.

Finance
There are some Allotment rents still outstanding. Clerk will write a
reminder letter to those who have not yet paid.

Clerk




023/17

024/17

025/17

Salary Jan Feb Mar 372.48
Clerk — Expenses Jan - Mar 55.50

Clerk will e-mail current Bank Balances to Councillors.

Highways

Residents have made several comments and observations about the lack
of road markings at the junction of The Hill and The Street where the
Bus Stops are situated. This problem has been reported to Wiltshire
Council on a number of occasions within the last three years; with no
positive response as to when the white lines will be remarked.

RESOLVED to write to Wiltshire Council Highways portfolio holder
(Cllr Philip Whitehead) asking for a time scale as to when this work will
be undertaken.

Allotments / Cemetery
A verbal report was given by Councillors.

A resident had contacted the Council concerned about an overgrown
bush in the Cemetery. It had become unmanageable and now interfering
with a grave.

RESOLVED that bush should be completely removed to stop any further
disruption of the area, Mr Martyn Scott has very kindly volunteered to
lop the bush at ground level. He is invited to continue with this project.

Litter Bins and Grass Cutting

Members asked that a copy of the Grounds maintenance specifications
could be sent to them to ensure everyone is aware of what will be carried
out by the new contractors. Members also asked if the new Contractor
will empty the bin at the Cemetery; which Mr Birkin-Hewitt has very
kindly painted.

RESOLVED to send a letter of thanks to Mr Birkin-Hewitt; and to get
confirmation from Westlea Landscaping Ltd about emptying the bin.

A bin will shortly be transferred to East End Lane for dog walkers to use
for dog waste, rather than leave bags in the hedgerows. Wiltshire
Council had been approached to clarify if this can be placed on the
schedule of litter bin emptying instead of the removed bin by the
Noticeboard in The Street.

Wiltshire Council has confirmed via e-mail this is achievable.

Clerk
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026/17

027/17

028/17

029/17

030/17

The meeting closed at 9.05pm

Play Area
Verbal report given. No problems at present.

Website Progress
Verbal update was given on progress. Members are concerned about the
length of time this project is taking.

RESOLVED that Cllr Pauline Cameron take this project over to ensure
the Council will be compliant with the Transparency Act.

Resignation of Clerk

The Clerk has given notice to terminate her position at the start of the
new administration. This decision has come with great sadness as the
past five years have been very enjoyable but the clerk is now unable to

spend as much time as is necessary for this position.

RESOLVED to advertise the vacancy in the Signpost magazine and in
the local shop window; as well as word of mouth. Details of the position
can be obtained from the Clerk in the first instance.

Further RESOLVED that the Clerk’s date of resignation is flexible,
depending on appointment of new Clerk.

Annual Parish Meeting

RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 9"
May 2017; prior to the Annual Parish Council meeting when all
Councillors will sign their Acceptance of Office to start the new
administration.

Councillors Observations and Items for Next Agenda

There will be a demonstration of a Community Defibrillator on 20"
March in the School Hall at Great Somerford.

No progress has been made to obtain grants for a unit for Little
Somerford despite residents’ requests. Clir Frayling will continue with
this project.

The next meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council will be held on
Tuesday 9" May on the rising of the Parish meeting. This meeting will
be the first meeting of the newly elected Council.
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