Little Somerford Parish Council

Planning Meeting 20" December 2012
Planning Application 12/03557 — Upfilling of land at Clay Street

Suggested approach with response

1. Refute reason for Application

Reasons given in Further Information from Agent are:

“To improve the quality of the land for the grazing of livestock.”

“The main purpose ... is to improve drainage and to improve the agricultural
quality of the land.”

The slope of the field is 1 in 10 (or about 6°). Farmers and horse owners in the
village put livestock onfields with steeper slopes. Reducing slope is not
necessary for livestock.

The field has not been well-maintained over the past few years (this is also
stated in the ecological assessment). It has been used more as a storage site
near the gate than as a field. Good husbandry would improve its grazing
capability hugely.

To improve drainage and soil quality, farmers in the village who have fields on
the same valley slope would put in herring-bone land drains and use fertilizer to
strengthen grass growth. It is not necessary to upfill in order to improve
drainage.

The stated reason for upfilling with inert waste is therefore considered
unnecessary for either livestock, quality of grazing, soil quality or drainage
reasons. There is no over-riding need and the proposal is, therefore, raising
ground level for unwanted deposition of material.

2. Itemise problems that would be caused by the proposal unnecessarily
Enumerated at length by all the residents who have responded.
In summary, both short-term and long-term:

- Disturbance to the natural ecology (and lack of completion of a full ecological
study)

- Traffic — disturbance and damage from large trucks on C roads and through
villages (and with access problems off Clay Street itself)

- Disturbance to the natural drainage (and no attempt to undertake a
hydrological study to assess effect on ground water)



- Danger of creep or slippage on a slope above houses in the village as a result
of being on a clay slope (and no attempt to undertake a geotechnical study to
assess the level of risk)

Recommendation from Planning Consultant
State why we think there is no over-riding reason for this proposal.

State that there is therefore no need for all the negatives of the proposal
(itemised but not gone into in detail).

Therefore the Parish Council consider the proposal unjustified.

If Wiltshire Council disagrees with us and considers the reason justified, then the
PC would wish to provide further comments of a more detailed nature to
address the operational side of the scheme and propose conditions that we
would wish Wiltshire Council to impose.



Application No 12/03557/WCM. Upfilling of land at Clay Street, Little Somerford.

Geological and Geotechnical Notes.

The field concerned is elongated north-south and mainly has the form of a shallow
north-south valley with an overall slope of 5° to 6° southwards. The valley sides are
also about 5°. The valley passes at the bottom of the field into twin ponds, and
continues in the next field at a shallower angle before ending at a pond a few metres
to the north of Oakfield, a house on East End Lane. Another small pond occurs near
the top of the field, just south of the field gate from the road, and may be fed by
seepage from a very wet patch nearby. There is also small spring by the north-eastern
boundary hedge some 25 metres from the road, almost immediately above the top of
the valley

When visited on December 18", a dry day, the entire length of the shallow valley was
waterlogged ( ie: all hoof-prints water-filled) over a ten metre width across the
bottom. Hoof-prints on the sides of the valley were dry, indicating that the valley
bottom represented an actual outcrop of the water table. On December 20", after two
wet days, the lower end of the valley had become a small watercourse.

The geological succession at the bottom of the field should be roughly:
0-15m Oxford Clay — a mudrock with low permeability.

15 -17m Kellaways Sand — a highly permeable calcareous sandstone.
17 — 37 m Kellaways Clay — resembles Oxford Clay.

These horizons lie nearly horizontally.

In conversation with an engineering geologist, I was told that the aquifer represented
by the Kellaways Sand is too far below surface to cause instability at the base of the
Oxford Clay, and the 5° slopes are probably shallow enough not to cause problems in
the clay itself. However, I understand that there is a potential problem at the contact
between upfilled material and the surface of the clay, particularly along the valley
bottom, and at the toe of the dump. Depending on the nature of the fill* and with
current drainage impeded, it seems there could be a build-up of pore pressure in the
fill, or just below, which even at shallow angles might result in a mudflow. This is
not an “Aberfan” scenario, but could be very messy and might damage property
downslope.

We would certainly be right to challenge the applicants apparent inattention to
geotechnical aspects of the “Upfill”.

Gordon Sharp, December 20", 2012.

* «Qpil and earth” I don’t know what “earth” consists of.
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Upfilling of land at Clay Street, Little Somersord, Wiltshire, SN15 3DB
Application number N/12/03557/WCM i

Thank you for your letter of the 9" November 2012 with reference to the above
application. As you say in your letter, this proposal for the upfilling of the land is
designed to improve the quality of the land for the grazing of livestock. The sub-
soil is predominantly clay (as the road address suggests). Given the size of the
fields and the slope of the land, it is not suited to the growing of arable crops.
The most appropriate use for the land is therefore for the grazing of livestock.
However, with the poor drainage grass does not grow well and the soil is quickly
‘poached’ by hooves, particularly in the gateways.

The intention is to upfill the land using inert materials recovered from the
scrapyard and waste processing site at Porters Metals, Christian Malford. This is
locally-produced waste.

We do not claim that this is a ‘strategic waste site’. The main purpose of the
upfilling of the land is to improve the land drainage and to improve the
agricultural quality of the land.

Turning to the policies referred to in your letter, we would make the following
comments.

Wiltshire and Swindon Waste Development Control Policies Development Plan
Document Adopted September 2009

WDC1: KEY CRIT, OR ENSURING SUSTA W, NAGEMEN
DEVELOPMENT

Proposals for waste management development must contribute to the delivery
of sustainable development in Wiltshire and Swindon by ensuring that the
social, economic and . environmental benefits of waste management
development ‘are'maximised and adverse impacts - including cross-boundary
and cumulative impacts - are kept to an acceptable minimum. All proposals for
waste management development will be assessed using the following key
criteria where appropriate:

Contd.../
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Mr G. Lester, Waste Development, Wiltshire Council 19" November 2012

Upfilling of land at Clay Street, Little Somersord, Wiltshire, SN15 3DB
Application number N/12/03557/WCM

e The extent to which adverse environmental impacts and cumulative impacts
associated with other local development, are avoided, and the adequacy of
mitigation and/or compensation for the proposals

Comment: The upfilling of the land will not adversely impact upon the
environment in the long term. Indeed the intention is to improve the
agricultural quality.of the land. Before submitted the planning application the
applicant gave instructions for an Ecological Assessment to be carried out to
ensure that the upfilling of the land can occur without affecting the wildlife
found in or around the site. The report, which was included with the
application, concluded that the wildlife will not be adversely impacted upon
so long as the recommendations made were adhered to. In terms of the
Badgers, the report suggested that any deep excavations (if required) should
be covered outside of work hours, or the ends of any trenches should always
be left with a slope at the end of the working day so as to allow badgers (or
other wildlife) to climb out of the trench. In terms of the reptiles, the
recommendations of the report were that the site should be well grazed with
stock or cut on a regular basis between now and the start of the works to
make the grassland habitable for slow worms and other reptiles. The report
also mentions that if the rubble pile is to be removed that it should be done
so with care and under supervision of the ecologist would capture any
reptiles and later release them on suitable nearby habitats. The final
recommendations of the report related to Great Crested Newts which
suggested that a Newt survey of both ponds should occur between March
and May 2013. ,
B gt B

In order to prevent any adverse environmental impacts of the proposals the
application will adhere to all the recommendations of the Phase One
Ecological report which could be set out in a suitable planning condition.

o The impact of transporting waste to and from the site is minimised

Comment: We discussed the transportation of the waste to and from the site
in our application submission. The vehicles from the supplier and haulage
companies delivering materials to or from the site will be sent details of
permitted routes and periods during which deliveries can take place together
with the limitations on the number of daily vehicle movements to/from the
site. The limitations will be discussed with the haulage companies when
required and the applicant is happy for the Council to suggest certain
limitations if required. With regard to waiting restrictions, Lorries will not be
permitted to wait on the public highway.

Contd.../
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Upfilling of land at Clay Street, Little Somersord, Wiltshire, SN15 3DB
Application number N/12/03557/WCM

To avoid congestion the sequencing and timing of deliveries can be agreed
with the Supervisor and Wiltshire Council. It is the intention to only allow
vehicles movements to and from the site to occur between 10am and 4pm
on weekdays. This ensures that Lorries will not be on the highway during
the peak traffic hours and the applicant is content that a suitable planning
condition could be imposed.

» The extent to which adverse Iimpacts on the water environment and flood
risk are avoided

Comment: The first thing to note is that the groundwater table is well below
the surface.

To prevent soil being. depOSIted on the highway a wheel wash will be
installed within the site which cleans the tyres of the lorries using the site
before they leave onto the highway.

Once the land has been in-filled it will be compacted. The better the
compaction means packing more soil into less space. The benefits of
compaction have been discussed in the previous submission but one of the
benefits is that it reduces possibility of waste washing away or being
exposed during rain which will minimise the chances of waste entering water
environment.

The applicant is satisfied that waste must not be stored on-site for more
than a 24 hour period in its un-used state to minimise the chance of
affecting the water environment.

* The extent to which the development ensures protection and enhancement
of local biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural heritage

Commegt As dISCUSSGd above, in order to prevent any adverse
environmental impacts of the proposals the application will adhere to all the
recommendations of the ecological report which was instructed by the
applicant and already submitted to the Council. The report also suggested
that no works take place within 5 metres from the boundary hedgerow which
will be adhered to. The recommendations could be imposed by the Council
in a suitable condition.

* The extent to which the impact of any structures and buildings is minimised

in terms of the appropriate use of scale and form, informed by the Wiltshire
Landscape Character Assessment

Contd.../






